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THANK YOU TO THE 2024-2025
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ann Gillmore (Chair)
Peckham, Inc.

Brad Saathoff (Vice Chair)
Black Hills Works, Inc.

Denise Jones (Secretary/Treasurer)
The Resource Center, Inc

Mohsen Badran
ACCSES NJ

Michael Carnright
CW Resources Inc

Ken Crum
ServiceSource, Inc.

Vanessa Ferguson

PCSI Inc

Hannah Liedkie
Opportunities Unlimited Inc.
Dr. Jennifer Camota Luebke
Relay Resources

Rebecca Sanford
Adelante, Inc.

Jim Zahora
TAC - The Abilities Connection Inc

THE ACCSES TEAM

Kate McSweeny

President & Chief Executive Officer
Sarah Saar

Vice President of Operations

Tony Butler

Chief Financial Officer

Michelle Romero

Director of Marketing

Michelle Kassinger

Director of Finance

Megan Hunt

Graphic Designer

Ashley Brumback

Marketing & Digital Media Manager
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FROM THE PRESIDENT &
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Welcome back to Washington! It
is a privilege for us to enjoy these
three days with you each summer.
This is truly a gathering of the best
people we have ever known. As
such, we have planned a conference
with only plenary sessions with a
lot of opportunity to participate
and connect. | am joined this week
by Sarah, Michelle, and Michelle. If
there is anything you need while
you are here, please just ask.
Please also be sure to visit with our
sponsors. Have a great conference!

AKate

J

Thank you to C.W. Resources for
arranging a tour of the Library of
Congress at 10:00 a.m. Wednesday.
If you want to join the tour, please
let Michelle know at the registration
table. More information will be
shared during the conference. We
look forward to seeing you there!

J




Sunday, July 20, 2025
Registration will open Sunday at 1:00 p.m. and close Tuesday at 2:00 p.m.

State Issues Forum
All Registrants are Welcome
Mohsen Badran, President & CEO, ACCSES New Jersey (moderator)

1:30pm - 4:30pm
Roosevelt

5:00pm - 6:00pm Welcome Reception
Loggia Lounge Join us for hors d'oeuvres and libations before heading off to dinner.

Monday, July 21, 2025

7:00am - 8:00am
Roosevelt

Breakfast

7:00am - 5:00pm

Ballroom Foyer Exhibits Open

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Kate McSweeny, President & Chief Executive Officer, ACCSES
Ann Gillmore, Corporate Vice President, Peckham; Chair, ACCSES Board of Directors

8:00am - 8:10am
Kennedy Ballroom

Spotlight Session: Direct Support Professionals Crisis 2025
Scott de Fasselle, Partner, Blitz Media Design/DSP Magnet
Scott will join us via Zoom to provide an update on the DSP Crisis and provide ideas for retaining staff.

8:10am - 8:30am
Kennedy Ballroom

Discover, Build, and Celebrate the Ability in All People
Alvin Emory, Jr., Chief Executive Officer, Ability Focused
Brandt Emory, Chief Operations Officer, Ability Focused

In this very special session, Brandt Emory will interview his father, Alvin, about his life working in the
cleaning and sterilization field and his dedication to training and mentoring workers with disabilities. After
more than 30 years of hands-on work in the field, Alvin formed his own community rehabilitation program,
which he now runs. He is a former member of the Delaware Disability Council. In 2017, he wrote a book
about his life, Claws & Wings. The title of this session represents Alvin’s professional philosophy.

8:30am - 9:00am
Kennedy Ballroom

Spotlight Session: Etiquette in the Workplace
Chris Porter, President & Chief Marketing Officer, FCE Benefit Administrators, Inc.
Isaac Domenech, Chief Operating Officer, FCE Benefit Administrators, Inc.

Courtesy and professionalism are paramount in the workplace, but there are areas where specific etiquette
training can avoid future problems. This session will offer ways to encourage more self-awareness and
situational awareness, as well as ways to avoid polarizing language.

9:00am - 9:15am
Kennedy Ballroom

The Medicaid Debate and its Implications for Disability Services
James Lytle, Esq., Partner and General Counsel, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips (retired)

9:15am - 10:15am As Congress wrestles with how to pay for extending and expanding federal tax cuts, the Medicaid
Kennedy Ballroom program has been at the center of the struggle in a closely divided House and Senate. The presentation
will describe how the various elements of recently passed legislation might impact healthcare and support
for people with disabilities.

Sponsored by ACCSES NJ

10:15am - 10:30am Break
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10:30am - 11:30am
Kennedy Ballroom

It’s All Happening In New York
Michael Seereiter, President & Chief Executive Officer, New York Alliance for Inclusion and Innovation
Doug Golub, President & Chief Executive Officer, Data Potato

Take a deep dive with us into the latest work the New York Alliance is doing to expand opportunities for
people with disabilities. From housing to rate setting to managing the DSP crisis to training rising leaders,
the Alliance has its finger on the pulse of disability issues in New York, and its eye on the future.

Sponsored by Relay Resources

11:30am - 12:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

ACCSES Annual Member Meeting

The 2025 ACCSES Annual Meeting is for ACCSES members to learn the latest about ACCSES and to vote
on nominees to the ACCSES Board of Directors.

12:00pm - 1:00pm
Roosevelt

Lunch
Sponsored by PCSI

1:00pm - 1:45pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Pathways to Possibilities: Families LEADing the Way
Thomas Foley, J.D., Executive Director, National Disability Institute
Rebecca Salon, Ph.D., Principal Investigator, National Disability Institute

In this session, LEAD Center staff will describe a set of resources they are developing in collaboration with
Parent-to-Parent USA, which are designed to inspire and empower families of people with disabilities to
dream boldly, explore options, have peace of mind, and take meaningful steps with their family member as
they plan for the future. These resources are designed by families for families. Each topic offers guidance,
tools, and encouragement to support families on their journey ahead.

Sponsored by ServiceSource

1:45pm - 2:30pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Benefits Counseling: Supporting Employees Who Receive Social Security Disability Benefits
Nancy Boutot, Manager Financial Empowerment, National Disability Institute

This presentation will discuss benefits counseling including services offered, how counseling is delivered,
and best practices for integrating benefits counseling into workforce programs. Highlights will include
resources to assist employees in achieving financial stability through work incentives and ABLE accounts.

Sponsored by SourceAmerica

2:30pm - 3:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

What More Can We Do to Help Close the Employment Participation Rate Gap?
Rick Sebastian, President & Chief Executive Officer, The Kennedy Collective

The employment participation rate continues to have about a 40-percentage point gap between the rate
of people working with disabilities versus the rate of people working without disabilities. Rick will lead a
discussion of what more we can do to close that gap. Rick also will share information on the humanitarian
work in which the Kennedy Collective is engaged.

3:00pm - 3:15pm

Dessert Break

3:15pm - 4:10pm
Kennedy Ballroom

The View from the Hill

The Honorable Jon Porter, Founder/Chief Executive Officer, The Porter Group (Moderator)
Kate McSweeny, President & Chief Executive Officer, ACCSES

Armando Contreras, President & Chief Executive Officer, United Cerebral Palsy

Rick Terrazas, Vice President, Government Affairs, SourceAmerica

This session will focus on the panelists’ current policy priorities, as well as take a look at discrete bills that
could affect disability service providers.

Sponsored by Adelante

4:10pm - 4:30pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Spotlight Session: The Value of University Partnerships
Ann Gillmore, Corporate Vice President, Peckham; Chair, ACCSES Board of Directors

Partnering with colleges and universities, including and especially University Centers of Excellence,
gives disability service providers opportunities to be a part of ground-breaking work in the field of
disability. Ann will share some of the successes Peckham has known in its work with Michigan
institutions of higher learning.

ACCSES 2025 SUMMER CONFERENCE




Policy Priorities in 2025
Peter Thomas, Esq., Managing Partner, Powers Pyles Sutter & Verville P.C.

. . Peter Thomas is an old friend to ACCSES. He and his late partner, Bobby Silverstein, have provided
4:30pm - 5:20pm tremendous guidance and advice over the years, and done groundbreaking work in disability policy. In
Kennedy Ballroom addition to his law practice, Peter also oversees three coalitions to which ACCSES belongs. These
coalitions focus on policies around Medicaid, Medicare, habilitation, rehabilitation, and technology
supports. Peter will talk about some of the priorities of those coalitions for 2025 and beyond.

Sponsored by Peckham

ACCSES Champions Awards Celebration

Join us for convivial conversation, wine, and hors d’oeuvres during our annual celebration of ACCSES
Lifetime Achievement award honorees.

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

7:00am - 8:00am
Roosevelt

5:45pm - 7:00pm
The Colonnade

Breakfast

7:00am - 5:00pm

Ballroom Foyer Exhibits Open

8:00am - 8:05am

Kennedy Ballroom Welcome

Around the Curve: Circumventing Roadblocks and Detours
Patrick Lane, Education Manager, TechFirst SHIFT

Introduction by Brad Saathoff, Chief Executive Officer, Black Hills Works; Vice Chair, ACCSES Board
of Directors

8:05am - 9:00am SHIFT will provide a brief overview of the evolution of the Technology First Movement and outline what a

Kennedy Ballroom Technology First approach to services entails. A Technology First approach to services is dependent on
person-centered planning being firmly established within an organization’s culture. Technology First does
not refer to putting technology before the person, but rather to the idea of considering technology
solutions rather than automatically defaulting to a more traditional in-person service model. This session
will focus on the benefits and challenges of embracing Technology First - including ways to overcome
those challenges.

Building Inclusive Communities!
Sharon Cichy, Chief Strategy Officer, Main Street Connect
9:00am - 9:50am Margot Greenlee, Executive Director, Our Stomping Ground

Kennedy Ballroom This session will focus on the work being done to create coommunities that include sustainable affordable
housing, inclusive social spaces, and programming to serve people of all abilities.

Sponsored by TechFirst SHIFT

9:50am - 10:00am Break

Perceptions of Disability: The Affirmation of Growth
Kenneth J. Doka, PhD, Senior Vice President for Grief Programs, The Hospice Foundation of America

Dr. Ken Doka returns for the second in ACCSES’s continuing series on Grief and Disability. Ken will look at
Kennedy Ballroom the history of disability and society through the ages, and then focus on the stages of grief, and the
potentially transformative nature of grief.

Sponsored by TAC Industries

10:00am - 11:00am

6 ACCSES.ORG



11:00am - 12:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Keynote Address
Zach Anner, Author, Speaker, Comedian, Internet Sensation, and Overall Extraordinary Human Being

Born with Cerebral Palsy, Zach entered Oprah Winfrey’s competition, Your OWN Show: Oprah’s Search for
the Next TV Star, thinking he had no chance. He won and subsequently traveled the country for his own
travel series on the Oprah Winfrey Network, Rollin’ with Zach, attempting to conquer his “top five” list of
things to do in each city. His win made him the first person with CP to host a television show. Since
then, he has hosted his own comedy exercise series on YouTube, Workout Wednesday, and hosted two
other shows. He was a writer and guest star on the ABC sitcom Speechless, and a writer for AppleTV+’s
Emmy-winning family comedy Best Foot Forward. Zach also serves as an Ambassador for the Cerebral
Palsy Foundation.

Sponsored by Hudson Community Enterprises

12:00pm - 1:00pm
Roosevelt

Networking Luncheon
Sponsored by ACHIEVE Human Services

1:00pm - 2:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Summer 2025 NEON Review

Jennifer Sheehy, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Operations, U.S. Department of Labor Office of
Disability Employment Policy

Richard Davis, Senior Policy Advisor, Office of Disability Employment Policy

JW. Gibbs, NEON Lead Subject Matter Expert

Jeff Carpenter, Program Manager, Econsys

ACCSES is proud to be one of the five National Nonprofit Providers that has participated in ODEP’s
National Expansion of Employment Opportunities Network (NEON) since its inception in 2019. This
session will celebrate success stories from the program and look at what we have learned in the past
Six years.

2:00pm - 3:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

AbilityOne Update
Kim Zeich, Executive Director, AbilityOne Commission

Robert D. Hogue, Chairperson, AbilityOne Commission; Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary
(Manpower & Reserve Affairs), Department of the Navy

Amy Jensen, Deputy Executive Director, AbilityOne Commission

We are delighted to welcome back the leadership of the AbilityOne Commission in person! There is a lot
going on in Washington this year and getting the perspective of AbilityOne is invaluable. Bring your
questions and ideas!

3:00pm - 3:15pm

Dessert Break

3:15pm - 4:15pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Shaping the Future: Round-Table Discussion on Employment Policies, Executive Orders,
and Barriers to Employment

Throughout Tuesday afternoon, we will be looking at employment policy concerns, opportunities, barriers,
and strategies. Leadership of ACCSES, SourceAmerica, the NCSE, SUPRA, National Industries for the

Blind, United Cerebral Palsy, ODEP, and disability service providers from across the country are invited to
participate in a facilitated discussion.

Sponsored by FCE Benefit Administrators, Inc.

pr 4:15pm - 4:30pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Spotlight Session: How to Make the Best Use of Employee Assistance Programs
Chris Porter, President & Chief Marketing Officer, FCE Benefit Administrators, Inc.
Isaac Domenech, Chief Operating Officer, FCE Benefit Administrators, Inc.

Employee Assistance Programs are among the most potentially beneficial but least utilized employee
benefits. Chris and Isaac will walk us through ways in which EAP Programs can be better embraced by
employees without fear of being stigmatized.

4:30pm - 5:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Leading Strong: Practical Resilience Strategies for Nonprofit Leaders
Elizabeth Jennings, Deputy Director, National Disability Institute

The science of well-being offers actionable and immediately applicable strategies for nonprofit leaders to
cultivate resilience. Together we will explore key techniques to foster a thriving, adaptable team in the face
of the unique challenges of the nonprofit sector. Participants will leave with tangible tools to strengthen
their own well-being and extend their learnings to staff and those we serve.

5:00pm - 5:15pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Wrap-Up!

ACCSES 2025 SUMMER CONFERENCE




Check Out Our

Wé’ Upcoming Events
' at accses.org/events

&\ COES SAVE THE DATES!

SEPTEMBER 5

Exciting Times Ahead!

The ACCSES Summer Conferences for
NOVEMBER 7 2026 and 2027 are on the horizon, and
This is a great opportunity to learn we cannot Wait to see you there!

from and talk with experts. All
calls are at 1:00 pm ET for an hour. DECEMBER 5

OCTOBER 3

Join us for these must-attend events and
be part of the conversation shaping the

Presented by DSP Magnet"®

45-minute workshops with hands-on
coaching and real-world tools that
supervisors start using immediately.

August 26 — How to Stop Answering the Same Basic Questions Owver and Over
October 9 — How to Get Buy-In from Resistant Staff

December 9 — What to do When You Can't Handle COne More Thing

DSP Magnet® joins ACCSES in two 90-minute ACCSES 2027 SUMMER CONFERENCE
sessions to teach attendees how to find, hire,

and retain qualified direct support professionals

without blowing the budget. Everyone involved

in recruiting and hiring should attend.

JULY 18 -

Thursday, September 4
How to Drastically Reduce Candidate & New Hire Ghosting

Wednesday, November 12

FAIRMONT WASHINGTON D.C. GEORGETOWN
How to Reduce New DSP Turnover

BecoME AN ACCSES CHAMPION

We are proud to stand with our Members and the people they serve! Our mission is

to share with Washington policymakers the important work you do everyday in your
communities to help individuals live their best lives and to fight on your behalf for
policies and laws that will support your efforts. Our Members are not a monolith. Each
has its own concerns. We revel in the fact that ACCSES is uniquely positioned to know
our Member organizations and the leaders of those organizations on an individual basis.
#WeAreTheCommunity

TALK TO KATE, SARAH, OR A BOARD MEMBER TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN PARTICIPATE

4 /\ S S 1717 K STREET, N.W., SUITE 900
( ( I WASHINGTON, DC 20006
<7 il o] ]ol

(202) 571-6579 | ACCSES.ORG

THE VOICE OF DISABILITY SERVICE PROVIDERS



