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ACCSES 2024 Summer Conference &
Annual Meeting
Working Agenda

July 21-23, 2024

The Fairmont Washington, D.C. Georgetown
Updated 7/16/2024
(subject to change)

Sunday, July 21, 2024
All Times Are Eastern Standard Time

Sunday 1:00pm to
Tuesday 2:00pm
Ballroom Foyer

Registration

1:30pm - 4:30pm
Roosevelt

Annual State Issues Forum
All Registrants are Welcome

Mohsen Badran, President & CEO, ACCSES New Jersey (moderator)

This three-hour session (which attendees are welcome to join in progress as they arrive) will
focus on what is happening in the states that affect disability service providers and the
people they serve.

Sponsored by Kentucky Association of Community Rehabilitation Providers

5:00pm - 6:00pm
Loggia Lounge

Welcome Reception
Join us for hors d’oeuvres and libations before heading off to dinner.

Monday, July 22, 2024
All Times Are Eastern Standard Time

7:00am — 8:00am
Roosevelt

Breakfast

7:00am — 5:00pm
Ballroom Foyer

Exhibits Open

8:00am — 8:05am
Kennedy Ballroom

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Kate McSweeny, President & Chief Executive Officer, ACCSES
Ann Gillmore, Corporate Vice President, Peckham; ACCSES Board Chair

8:05am — 8:35am
Kennedy Ballroom

The View from the Hill
Kate McSweeny, President & Chief Executive Officer, ACCSES

This session will focus on ACCSES’s current priorities, as well as take a look at discrete bills
that could affect disability service providers.

8:35am — 9:35am
Kennedy Ballroom

Concerns for Parkinson's and Dementia in Those Aging with I/DD

Seth Keller, M.D., Co-President, National Task Group on Intellectual Disabilities and
Dementia Practices; Past President, American Academy of Developmental Medicine and
Dentistry




Fasten your seat belts. Dr. Seth Keller is going to be with us in person, bringing his wisdom,
insights, and experience in a riveting session on how the brain changes with Parkinson’s and
Dementia.

9:35am - 9:45am

Break

9:45am - 10:30am
Kennedy Ballroom

A Conversation with CMS Long Term Services & Supports

Curtis Cunningham, Director of Division of Long Term Services and Supports, Disabled and
Elderly Health Program Group, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Ryan Shannahan, MSW, Deputy Director, Division of Long Term Services and Supports

This hybrid session with Curtis appearing via Zoom and Ryan in person will be a terrific
chance to learn what CMS is focusing on this year, and to discuss the CMS’s recent
regulatory changes.

10:30am - 11:30am
Kennedy Ballroom

Shaping the Future: A Futurist’s Look Ahead!
Alexandra Whittington, Futurist, Tata Consulting Service

Alexandra Whittington is a futurist writer and speaker who explores the future of humanity
and society. She is a member of the Future of Business team at TCS, where she helps
clients navigate the complex and uncertain world of tomorrow. She is a former Lecturer in
Foresight at the University of Houston and co-author and co-editor of several books such as
A Very Human Future, Aftershocks and Opportunities, and The Future Reinvented. She has
been featured as one of the world’s top women futurists by Forbes and delivered a TEDx talk
called The Museum of the Future. She is passionate about empowering people to imagine
and create positive futures for themselves and their communities.

11:30am — 12:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

ACCSES Annual Member Meeting

The 2024 ACCSES Annual Meeting is for ACCSES members to learn the latest about
ACCSES and to vote on nominees to the ACCSES Board of Directors.
e (Call to Order and welcome, Ann Gillmore, Board Chair
e Report of the President & Chief Executive Office, Kate McSweeny
e Report of the Membership Committee, Brad Saathoff & Vanessa Ferguson
e Report of the Nominating Committee, Mohsen Badran & Denise Jones
1. Introduction of Nominees
2. Vote to Fill Open Board Seats
¢ Old Business, Ann Gillmore, Board Chair
e New Business, Ann Gillmore, Board Chair
e Adjournment

12:00pm - 1:00pm
Roosevelt

Lunch

Sponsored by ACHIEVE Human Services

1:00pm — 2:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

How to Train Your Supervisors So Your Team Thrives without Chaos and Uncertainty

Craig de Fasselle, Partner, Blitz Media Design, Co-Founder the DSP Magnet® Academy,
Co-Author of Heart, Hope, & Honesty: How I/DD Providers Can Attract & Retain Amazing
Direct Support Professionals & Thrive Despite the DSP Crisis

It is hard to believe, but Summer 2024 will be the first time Craig de Fasselle has been with
us in person for an ACCSES Conference, and we are delighted to welcome him! Craig will
bring fresh insights into the important role frontline supervisors play in organizations and the
ways in each they can grow to be team leaders that make a difference. Craig’s session will
include how to provide bite-sized, engaging, hands-on training to enhance leadership skills
while saving supervisors time and making their lives easier.

Sponsored by Therap Services, LLC




2:00pm - 2:15pm

Dessert!
Enjoy a brief break and dessert.

2:15pm - 3:15pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Outcomes for a Dating and Relationship Pilot for Adults with I/DD

Sharon Smith, Chief Executive Officer, Work, Inc.
Liz Fahey, MPA, Transition Services Consultant, ICCD Partners

Loneliness is epidemic in the U.S. and Work, Inc. is doing something about it by introducing
a program to assist individuals with I/DD in forming lasting relationships and friendships
beyond work or habilitation settings.

3:15pm - 4:15pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Demystifying Artificial Intelligence and Robotics, Too!

Doug Golub, Principal Consultant, Data Potato LLC, Co-chair, ACCSES Atrtificial
Intelligence and Assistive Technology Subcommittee, Co-founder and former President,
MediSked

Carl Hernandez, President, Co-Founder and Chief OWL, Vista Supports LLC

Precious Myers-Brown, Chief Innovation & Dream Officer (CINO), CEO, and Co-Founder,
Vista Supports

This session will delve into the transformative power of artificial intelligence, machine
learning, and robotics in improving the lives of individuals with disabilities. Doug and
Precious will explore how these cutting-edge technologies can augment care models,
support person-centered planning, and identify trends with greater accuracy to hopefully
improve outcomes. discover practical Al applications in sentiment analysis and trend
identification and learn about innovative robotic tools. They will also address critical ethical
considerations, ensuring that Al and robotics are used responsibly, transparently, and
equitably to truly empower and support the communities we serve.

4:15pm - 4:25pm

Break

4:25pm - 5:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

The New Frontier: How Science is Breaking Down Barriers

Lawrence Force, Ph. D, Professor of Psychology, Mount Saint Mary College, Director, The
Center on Aging and Disability at Mount Saint Mary College, Co-Chair ACCSES Artificial
Intelligence and Assistive Technology Subcommittee

Exoskeletons that allow people with paralysis to walk. Brain/computer interfaces that open up
new vistas for people with quadriplegia. Spinal bridges that use artificial intelligence to
connect an implant in the brain to an implant in the abdomen that allows movement. Twenty-
first century pioneers are creating numerous approaches to conquer what ten years ago
were seemingly insurmountable health concerns. This is a first-time topic for ACCSES, and
we are honored to have Larry share what he has learned.

Sponsored by ServiceSource

5:30pm — 7:00pm
The Colonnade

ACCSES Champions Awards Celebration
Join us for convivial conversation, cocktails, and hors d’oeuvres during our annual
celebration of ACCSES Lifetime Achievement award honorees.

Tuesday, July 23, 2024
All Times Are Eastern Standard Time

7:00am — 8:00am
Roosevelt

Breakfast

7:00am - 5:00pm
Ballroom Foyer

Exhibits Open




8:00am — 9:20am
Kennedy Ballroom

How To Leverage the CliftonStrengths Assessment and Coaching Approach in the
Employee Lifecycle for Employees with Disabilities

Dr. Jennifer Camota Luebke, President & CEO, Relay Resources

A strengths-based approach is the foundation of a solid educational and career plan that
everyone can use. In this session, Jennifer will discuss how to use the Gallup
CliftonStrengths assessment and coaching approach to build a cohesive, disability-
inclusive team that builds on each person's strengths. You will learn how to leverage a
common strengths-based language in managing individual and team performance.

Sponsored by ACCSES New Jersey

9:20am - 9:50am
Kennedy Ballroom

Looking Forward: What All Those New HCBS/Medicaid and Section 504 Regulations
Do for People with Disabilities

Julia Adams-Scheurich, President & CEO, Oak City Government Relations, LLC

Over the past few months, the Biden Administration has issued final rules impacting
providers and people with disabilities. These rules are in multiple administrative areas, but
the main themes are equity, access, and person-first policy. Julia will present a quick take
on how the rules, when presented as interconnected policy, will impact how we support our
community.

9:50am — 10:00am

Break

10:00am - 11:00am
Kennedy Ballroom

Using Virtual Reality-Guided Meditation to Support Work Engagement and Well-being
of Workers with Disabilities

Sarah George, MA, CRC, Director of Mission Initiatives, Peckham
Hung Jen Kuo, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Counseling, Educational
Psychology and Special Education, Michigan State University

Sarah and Hung Jen will discuss how guided meditation in a virtual reality head-mounted
display could help workers with disabilities improve their job satisfaction, work engagement,
mental health, and overall quality of life. They will have virtual reality headsets for those who
are interested in trying them out.

Sponsored by Relay Resources and SourceAmerica

11:00am — 12:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Grief and Disability: How Can We Provide the Right Supports to Individuals Who Have
Suffered a Loss

Kenneth Doka, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus; the Graduate School of The College of New
Rochelle; Senior Vice-President for Grief Programs for the Hospice Foundation of America

Grief is another topic new to us, but one we have long wanted to include in a conference
program. Dr. Doka is a prolific writer on the subject of grief, and we look forward to working
closely with him on programs that will further assist providers in the future.

Sponsored by CARF International and Peckham

12:00pm - 1:00pm
Roosevelt

Networking Luncheon

Sponsored by PCSI

1:00pm - 2:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Special Session on the National Employment Opportunities Expansion Network:
Expanding Employment Opportunities for Individuals with the Most Significant
Disabilities




Jennifer Sheehy, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office of Disability Employment Programs,
U.S. Department of Labor

Richard Davis, Senior Policy Advisor, U.S. Department of Labor

Kevin Spriggs, Director of Human Services, The Abilities Connection

ACCSES is proud to be one of the five national NEON agencies, and each year we offer a
session at our Summer Conference devoted to the work of the NEON project. This year’s
interactive session will look at how we as a community can work together with ODEP to
increase employment opportunities for people who may struggle to find and retain
employment due to a disability. This session will kick off an afternoon of discussing the future
of employment.

2:00pm - 2:15pm

Dessert Break
Enjoy a brief break and dessert.

2:15pm - 3:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Meet The Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services Administration
Danté Allen, Commissioner, Rehabilitation Services Administration

Commissioner Allen took the helm at RSA in January 2024, and this will be his first time
attending an ACCSES Conference. Bring your questions and ideas.

3:00pm - 4:00pm
Kennedy Ballroom

What’s Happening at the Commission?

Chai Feldblum, Vice Chair, AbilityOne Commission
Kimberly Zeich, Executive Director, AbilityOne Commission

The AbilityOne Commission certainly has been busy this year, and we are delighted to have
Kim and Chai with us to talk through the key opportunities and issues.

4:00pm - 4:30pm
Kennedy Ballroom

Continued Discussion on The Future of Employment

In addition to our afternoon speakers, special guests include:

Richard Belden, President & CEO, SourceAmerica

The Honorable Jon Porter, Founder, The Porter Group

Ann Gillmore, Corporate Vice President, Peckham; ACCSES Board Chair (Moderator)

Additional guests may be announced.

4:30pm — 5:30pm
Kennedy Ballroom

The Power of Music in Delivering Services, Including Transition Services

Yasmine White, President & CEO, Voices Together
Ayanna-Mone' Arnold, Music Therapist, Voices Together
Tara Fevang, Music Therapist, Voices Together

Music is a powerful medium for communication. Supplementing service delivery models with
a music component has been shown to make a significant difference in helping individuals
find their own voices and create their own paths in life. In this presentation, you also will learn
about VOICSS®, a statewide Pre-ETS program that combines a specialized music therapy
model curriculum and a non-directive approach to gain communication, social/emotional
learning, and independence.
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